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AAUW Honors Canton
Woman As Agent Of Change

For more than 20 years,
University Women has bien-
nially honored a St.
Lawrence County woman
whose work as employer,
employee or volunteer is
noteworthy in one or all of
these three areas: her work
has advanced the cause of
women's rights; her work
exemplifies the importance
of equity for women; her
work has brought about sig-
nificant change in the com-
mumnity.

It is with great honor that
the AAUW-St. Lawrence
County Branch announces
the 2011 AAUW Agent of

: Margaret Kent Bass
of Canton. Ms. Bass came to
St. Lawrence in 1993 as an
assistant professor of Eng-
lish and director of mul .
tural affairs in 1993. She left
in 1995 to teach at the Uni-
versity of lowa, returning in
2000.

AAUW presented Ms. Bass
with her award their fall
membership meeting Tues-
day.

She is an associate profes-
sor of English and Canbbean
and Latin American studies
at St. Lawrence University.
She is also interim vice pres-
ident and dean of student
life and co-curricular educa-
tion. In addition to oversee-

of life

ing the university's student
she also over-
sees the Higher Education

Opportunity P'ﬂrun. Colle-
Ei.m Science Technology

ntry Program, McNair
Scholar program, Presiden-
tial Diversity Scholar pro-
gram and Jeffrey Campbell
Fellows program.

Ms. Bass is a powerful
advocate and visible leader in
equity and education; a trail
blazer for women's rights, an
advocate for racial justice,
and a modern day Sojourner
Truth for LGBT (lesbian, gay,
bisexual, and transgender)
rights. She is the first to take
a stand, to offer her voice and
influence for those who might
not be heard.

She started the SLU fac-
ulty Caucus of Color 10 years
ago, seeing the need for col-
leagues to find a safe place to
express themselves. She also
made a successful effort to
diversify the SLU student
body, particularly during her
time as an interim Dean of
Student Life when she fos-
tered a cooperative, diversi-
fied and productive atmos-
phere at St. Lawrence Uni-
versity,

She has assisted students
from various ethnic, social
and cultural in
making a smooth transition
to college life in the north

country. She has worked
with student organizations
in developing multicultural

mming, has provided
eadership training for cul-
tural groups, has advised the
Black Women's Residence,
has worked in the develop-
ment and programming of

ars, has provided constant
support for gay, lesbian and
trlnl‘len!hr students n!d

¢
5

Ms.
herself to diversify the stu-
dent body and the faculty of
the four colleges of St.
Lawrence County. She has
influenced institutions of
higher education and helped
community members to
under what iz needed

pool of professionals.

She has served as convener
and chair at various itera-
tions of the Associated Col-
leges attempt to support
diversily in the region, as
well as for the SLU grant
that helped at least a dozen
faculty members of diverse

to work towards
attaining tenure in our insti-
tutions, and find mentors
outside their immediate
departments or institutions.



